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SIR, 

• - » 

IMMEDIATELY upon my return to this 

country, I Ihould have communicated 
the following Obfervations on the Ufe of 
Opium ; but one opportunity foon oflfering 
of exhibiting it in a fimilar cafe to thofe in 
which I had found it fuccefsfvd ; and 11 nee 
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IN the year 1779 I had an opportunity 
of obferving, in his Majefty's General 
Ho(pital at New York, the good Effects of 
Opium, in a variety of cafes, originally 
Venereal, in which Mercurial preparations 
appeared to be of no efficacy. 

It happened that a great number of fol'- 
diers fell under my care at the fame time, 

■ 

who laboured under evident fymptoms of 
Morbid Irritability, which might be owing 
to diflferent caufes ; but all thefe Patients 
were undergoing^ ox bad undergone^ a courfe 
of mercury* 

Thefe fymptoms, in all their variety of 
appearances and changes, at firft arifing 
from the venereal virus, and terini;»ating 

in 
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in what has fince, upon reafoning and re- 
flexion, appeared to me to hav& been 
brought on by Morbid Irritability, were all 
Relieved, and finally the cure compleated| 
by alleviating pain, and procuring reft. 

And here I may remark, that foldiers 
in general are cured of the Venereal Difcafe 
Ivith more difficulty than any other Patients, 
owing to their ignorance and inattention, 
or to their defire of protraAing the difeafe, 
and fruftrating the ufual modes of relief* 

The ftat6 of the difeafe in which (as far 
as 1 am able to judge from the trials I 
liave made) our expedtations are likely to 
be anfwered /rom the ufe of Opium, is 
when the ulcers are fpreading, or continue 
much the fame, with a foul appearance, bad 
difcharge, and much pain, the patient having 
little or no reft, and all local applications 
Teeming to be of no fervice : to thefe fymp- 

toms 



t 9 3 

toms may be added a quick pulfe, which" 
is an invariable attendant, being, in gene- 
ral above an hundred, fometimes an hun- 
dred and twenty, and fometimes more, in 
a minute. 

When I firft adminiftered Opium in cafes 
of this fort, I had the fatisfadlion to find, 
that I gained two material points, viz. 
Eafe and Reft ; with fome in the firft 
twenty-four hours, and in general within 
two days ; afterwards, from thefe good 
confequences, I was induced to continue 
the ufe of it, increafing or diminilhing the 
quantity as occafion required, and entirely 
omitting at the fame time the ufe of mer-^ 
curial applications, either externally or in- 
ternally. 

Without entering into a difquifition on 
Opium, I take the liberty of concluding, 
that it will be fufficient if I am enabled to 
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ftate fa6ts, and mention the ufeful effe^s 
of this medicine in a difeafe, which is one of 
the raoft violent that the human body can 
be afflicted with. 

With regard to the adlion of Opium on 
the body in this difeafe^ 1 have to obferve, 
that in fome patients its efFedts were fudden, 
irt others gradual ; in general the circula- 
tion of the blood was very much decreafed 
by it, and fometimes the pulfe was ren- 
dered fo flow as to beat only fifty and forty 
times in a minute ; but this effect is not 
always necefTary to the cure^ as a good deal 
will depend upon the patient's difpofition to 
Irritability, which is the principal thing I 
attend to— -for I have conftantly obfervcd^ 
that as loon as that has been leflened, fome 
falutary change has been produced on the 
furface of the ulcer. 

it6 
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Its effeds, in a few of the cafes, were 
alraoft inftantaneous ; amongft thefe was 
that of a young man, twenty-two years of 
age, who had two Buboes (one in each 
Groin), which were opened and treated in 
the ufual way, but continued in an ulce- 
rated ftate for iive months, during which 
time he rubbed in three ounces and a half 
of ftrong mercurial ointment, which feemed 
fufEciently to aJBPedt the conftitution : a pro^ 
per diet was ufed, and every thing elfe di** 
re<5ted which was thought neceflai*y at the 
time* No change being perceived, he was 
ordered to wafh out, and take purging 
phyfick, which he did feveral times* Three 
weeks elapfed, and at this period he was 
not in the leaft emaciated, but remained ia 
full ftrength and good habit of body. At 
this time the ulcers were foul, with thick, 
^dge?, andth^difcharge from them ichorous, 

B 3 with 
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with coniiderable pain ; and the patient 
had little or no reft. I then began with 
Opium, and gave him the fir ft night one 
grain, and a half only, directed a low diet^ 
and dreflTed the ulcers in the moft fimple 
manner ; the next day there was no altera- 
tion : I increafed the dofe of the medicine^ 
half a grain in that day ; the following day 
he W21S much the fame ; but the day after- 
wards, which was the fourth, a favourable 
change was obferved ; and, from that time 
to the expiration of three weeks, gradual 
changes took place, and both . ulcers per- 
fe<5lly healed^ without his having had oc- 
cafjon to increafe the dofe, or to make ufe 
of any other medicine. And here I will 
beg leave to remark, that with every pa- 
tient I have avoided as much as poffible 
fuch applications as feemed to make the 
'^s in any w^ay uneafy* A foft well- 
made 
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made bread and milk poultice will anfwer 
in the early part of the treatment, and 
afterwards dry lint and cerate ; but, if a 
fungus exifts, I prefer a folution of thebaic 
extradt in an oatmeal poultice, applied 
cold in contacSl with the fore, to any thing 
el fe. 

The manner in which the alteration 
takes place is both curious and fingular; 
the firft favourable fymptoms are eafe and 
reft ; the next, if I may be allowed the 
exprcflion, is an unfolding or loofening 
of the texture of the furface of the ulcer 
after the irritability is leflened, which ef- 
fect foon takes place, the parts are in a 
ftate of relaxation, owing to the ftridlure 
on the furface being relieved, and finally 
the cure is aflifted by the Ikin corrugating, 
or contradling to the' center of the ulcer, 
unaided by ftimulating applications, and, 

fre- 
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frequently, with very little afliftance, by the 
ufual way of a new fkin. 

In feveral cafes I have obferved the cure 
go on extremely well, without the furface 
of the ulcer appearing florid at any one 
time, as is ufual in healthy-looking fores. 
1 am very happy in this part, in having 
Mr. Wier's, Surgeon of his Majefty's Mili- 
tary Hofpitals, permiflion to fay, that he 
ji IS obferved all the above facets that I men- 
tion. And lince that, having communi- 
cated my ideas to Mr. Forftcr, who is like- 
wife Surgeon of his Majefty's Military Hof- 
pitals, and whofe abilities I refped^, 1 have 
much fatisfadlion in being able to add his 
opinion in corroborating the above fa^Sts ; 
Mr. Forftcr having obferved the fame ap- 
pearances, and changes, that I have en^ 
deavoured to defcribe. 



The third, fourth, or fifth day was the 
time I in general found the appearance of 
the fores change for the better. 

The dofe that I have in general begun 
with in this difeafe, has been about one 
grain and a half the firft night, which I 
have increafed night and morning, until 
I found it anfwered the intended pur- 
pofes. With a view of Iceeping the patient 
quiet, and lefs difpofed to move, I always 
divided the tine, and therefore gave it 
night and morning ; and what is very ex- 
traordinary, the patient in the day.time 
never appeared to me toore drowfy than 
if he were not making ufe of the medicine ; 
but with fome an indolency took place, 
and continued, or difcontinued, either as 
the conftitution became ufed to the medi- 
cine, or to the variation of the dofe. I 
confefs myfelf, I was always happy when 

it 



it 'appeared ; as I never knew any harnd 
accrue from it : and, beiides its own adtiori 
internally, Opium difpofes a reftlefs temper 
of mind, to obferve a proper regimen, and 
to obey any directions that may be thought 
neceflary at the time. I have always ob- 
ferved, that it is bcft to keep the patient 
ignorant of the medicine whillt he is ufing 

it. 

A tremor, which fometimes came on^ 
never obliged me to decreafe the dofe, or 
to pay any particular attention to this fym- 
ptom, unlefs the bowels were difpofed to 
be coftiv?; ^nd then a purge readily relieved 
it in a grealj me;ifure. 

The preparation that I invariably gave 
my patients was Extraflum "Tbebaicum ; if 
any obje<5tion arofe to its being ufed in a 
folid llate, I preferred diflblving the dofe 

in 
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In plain water to the Unsure) or <iny other 
Ibnn* 

With regard to the quantitf fhat may- 
be gi^en, t -will not determine; I t^inl^ 
for the moft part the difeafe yielded to 
^bout four or fik grains a day ; I have in 
two or three cafes given eight grainsj and 
in dne extraordinary cafe of a canceroXie 
Jip, of neat three years ilanding, I ih- 
creafed the quantity to twenty-four grains 
in a day, divided in three dofeb ; the patient 
was a man about fifty years of age, atid I 
was fi% weeks in bringing him to thit 
dofe, which I continued for a few day§| 
and finding that it did not do any material 
fervice in the progrefs of the cure, I dif- 
continued it; yet now and then a favout* 
able change feemed to appear> ior tWo 
iinufe^ that I had . occalion to lay opeti di-^ 

• C gefted 
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gefted well^ and clofed ; no ill effedls Were 
produced by the medicine, excepting fome< 
times a giddinefs, which was always re-* 
lieved by a gentle purge ; previous to his 
making ufe of Opium, he had always ik 
quick pulfe J but it afterwards' decreafed 
%o between forty and fifty ftrokes in a mi- 
pute, ^nd continued fo for fome time. And, 
I cannot help being very much of opinion,, 
|hat had Opium been properly given in the 
earlier ftate of the difeafe, a cure might 
have been obtained : and in this opinion 
I am confirmed by a cafe I have lately at-* 
fended ; which was an ulcer in the mouth 
of three months {landing, with all the 
charadteriftic marks and fymptoms of an 
Incipient Cancer, which was corapleatly 
^ured by Opium and Cicuta joined- Thisk 
patient (Major Sinclair) Dr. Garthfliore 

attended 
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attended with roe; the firft time we faw 
))ina we agreed in opinion with jefpedt 
JO the jneaQs to be purfued for his curCj 
land, neyeir had occafion to deviate from 
*he plan. Before; he began the ufe of 
thefe medicinesj lie was almoft in a ftate 
«f diftradtion from pain, and his pul&; 
.^aeat an hundifed ap^d twenty ftrokcs in. a 
•minute. This, quicknefs of: pulfe was 
diminiflied on the third day,, and. about 
•the tenth the ulcers changed for " the bet- 
ter; and in a month afterwards he. was 
quite well *, . . 

. Gentle Purges frequently become ne- 
ceffary in the early part of ufing the 
medicine, though in a ihjall dofe,: efpe- 
^ially. where the body is difpofed to be 

* This Patient drank a deco6iion of four ounce$ of Sarfaparilla 
i5vcry twen^-fbur hours during his cure, . - ,. 

'^' C a . coftive; 



coftive; and I have genierally found that ^ 
jittle glauber faks anfwered ^e purpdfcy 
as this ax)erated wk^iaistt: my hekig obliged 
to delay the \ii^ of Opium ;^ 4dA the fecond 
«r third day with fome a haad-ach citdt 
ftn in^ acinfeqiienice of th t bawe)i > Wing 
cMiiO^ipated ) butt thfs always readily^ gavcf 
i^ay to ageiitle ptirge, and I have ilways 
Ibuiid, t)iat as ^ the confVttiition ^ became 
lofed to- thQ iBddkine the pzUn of the head 
^as DO longer a^n atfienda^, and in gene^ 
tsl the httJy became wgular j rtay^ vitht 
fome a Diarrhcjea has been produced^ which 
hiX coatiiiiie^ fof two. or t^ee days, ' aQ<i 
tfiat without feesoing to do any hariiQii ' 
An iincreafed fecretios]; of faUva Is not 
imoommonx as well a& oS urine ; it does 
Apt depend upon taking a large. <iuantityy 
for it will happen CoiQ«t;ii»Q$i vx %^ ^f^. 



fill days ? but neithelr one, nor th6 ^iiWf^ 
ftetris at stoy tiriie ft> be irtjiirlmiB, not 
tibes it Ttppe^ riecefl^ry to IbfvNKti the 
eiire, a$ patiente whc)- haiw expt^ieQceil 
«ttei^her of thofe efl^cSb hi¥e c^^ned ft 
in as fliort a i^aecf of tkaie* 
^ Qne remark ftfcrthe? I naiilft atltV witB 
tegard to diet, yiz, fhaf tirtrlJI 1 procwed 
%afe and reft, I cowHuileii the jHrtieBft (h> * 
low dietj whicb t in geH^raK began wi^b 5 
hnd as ctteimil^aftceS' cbaii^df i5Jffepwas4l% 
fo I iiKKlaftich alfteFatictes a& tfee c^^wftki*- 
tion feemed to require ; fom^t$m?es »dfidin»g 
'meat, and foFaetiroeS either a gill c«f t%tm 
in the day, or wtoe in- propwtJkjr^. 

Fram the abov« efefervations it wiit 
^>ear, that I am iiielined to cowfeai?- the* 
'^od e^<?te of Opium fwfefekfe. afft imk<Kt 
very Gonfiderafele) lo afft ad^iwe4-ft3ige; of 

th^ 
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the difeafe, or whaty in my humble opi- 
nion, may more properly be termed Mor^ 
bid Irritability limply, in which ftate, mer^ 
cury has either loft its efficacy, or feems 
to do mifchief ; and this irritability may, 
I apprehend, probably arife from different 
cauies, as it certainly may be a queftion, 
whether there was any Virus of a Vener 
real Nature, remaining in the cafes in 
which I , gave Opiums, howeyer that may 
be, the good effc(5ls of the medicine were 
unqueftionable ; and it will appear that I 
do not truft to Opium as a fpecific in re^ 
cent cafes, or where any part of the Vene- 
real Virus might feem : to remain ; for thq 
laft cafe I had uncler my care being of fo 
complicated a nature, I joined Mercery 
with the Opium for the laft three weeks, 

but not till I had i:ully ;ind effeftuaUy 

relieved 
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relieved the fymptoms of Morbid irrita- 
bility. 

The cafe I allude to. was, that of « 
had fore throar> which came under my 
care about fix months ago ; the patient? 
was a gentleman about three or four an4 
thirty years of age, and of a thin habit.— 
At the time I firft faw him he was rather 
in an emaciated ftate : he was purfuing 
a courfe of mercury, which he had begaii 
about two months before. I found upon 
examination feveral ulcers in the Fauces^ 
and a large one on the left tonfil ; a fe-; 
vere pain on the forepart of one leg, with 
the Periofteum thickned — an eruption oti 
his breaft, his pulfe beating an hundred 
and thirty flrokes in a minute ; a moft 
reftlefs difpofition — great anxiety — and he 
had not. had any ileep for fome weeks 

: I omit 



•w 
% 
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I bmlttefl entirely the whole of thfe j^^xi. 
he was then upon, and did not . giVQ. 
him any thmg till bed-time, when he 
took, one gnUa aQd a half of Opium, 
Vfxth direiStions to repejtt on^ grain the 
jmorning following. Upon feeing him th^ 
next day, be^re I aiked him a queftion, 
he cried out, *< I am a well man to what 

I was; I have had no pairi fince laft 
night, arid flept well." This formed the 
Ibimdation of his cure. I incrcafcd the. 
dole, till he took three grains at night, 
md two in the morning* 

On xht Second day he made ufe of the- 
fteam of hot water, through the inhaler, 
which he repeated occafionally afterward^, 
with evident advantage* 

On the third day the ulcers feemed to 
appear cleaner, and every day afterwards 

he 
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he gradually grew better, till the tW€Hty-i 
fourth day, when all the parts were heaU 
^. — On the fifth day I obferved that his 
pulfe was in a natural ftate, and it conr 
tinned fo the whole time of his re- 
covery. ^ 

The eighth day after ufing the Opium 
a fpitting came on, and continued elev^ 
days. For a few days he fpit about a 
pint each day. This did not we^en hicft 
in the leaft — from .being confined to his 
bed, he was able to walk about, and every 
day gsdned ftrength. Juft at this time I 
directed a quart of very ftrong decoftipn 
of Sarfaparilla to be taken every day, 
whjch produced a gentle diaphorefis.; and 
I continued this plan for fix weeks, and^ 
for the fake of fecurity, for the laft three 
weeks I joined to the Opium at bed-time 

D half 



liftlf 9> gr»ln of Mercurias Galdnatus. lA 
tb^ courfe of the firft fortnight the criipl* 
tlon clifap^^eared, and the thickened Peric^* 
teutti gay« way to a bUfter. 

Oi) ithe.^otk day^ I began to decreaTe 
me quantity of Opium. 
; And from the 14th to the 4 ad day^ 
ythtXL I left it off, confidering him ias per!*- 
i"e^y cured, I only gave one grain in the 
jiw^nty-four hours-^He had occaiion td 
make tife df purging medicines at dif- 
■^eitat tii!aes, dwing to a coftive habk of 
.body ; but thefe. never interfered with the 

Opium<i 

AS condfely as poiSble I will juft men* 
liion,' amon^ other cafes, the following 1 - 

WiUiam Rockett, of the detachihent df ' 
jGuards thai was in America during the 
jate war, ttjirty-fev«n years of age/ had 

* ulcer* 
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tilcer& OQ esch toniil, and almc^ th« 
whole of the . fauces^ with violent paixis 
fQ.-his bon(^&. Thefe complaints were of> 
three months fiandin^; iniercarialS) and 
other medicines, had heen administered 
faring the whole of th^timer 

He was of a l^hin hahit of body^ with 
a puilfb :^om an hondred and twenty to 
ah hundred and thirty ^rokes in ^ minute* 
He began with one grain z^nd ^ half of 
Ppium the firft night. 

On the third day, np; alterati<»i having 
taken plface, I increailed the dolCp Qn$ 



The' next diay^ to appearance Che ukei!* 

deemed not ^uite fo atngry ; and in eve^ 

* iither refpei& he was hettef . . > 

On tbie eighth day, ^e appeared wealTi 

^nd his throat in generj^l re^asre^. \ 

D 2 . omitted 
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orhittSd the Opium, and began with tKc 
F'ehivian Baik, in as large dofes as the 
patient^s ftomach would beai^ znd or-» 
dered him to rftake ufe of ah aftringent 
gargle^ ' ' ' » 

On the tenth day^ the Bark occafiohihg 
fiaufea, I ^2ii obliged to leave it off; The 
pain in his bones returning with vio-^ 
lence, I again gavfc hiiri two graln^m 1t!&e 
tnorhing/ r • * ' 

The next day he was better. 

On * the ' twelfth day^, as ' he was mttch 
the fame, I incr6afed the dofej one grain 
in the morning, and continued this plan 
to the fifty- fecond day, without varying 
the dofc ;' when every thing feemed to gd 
on fo extremely well, and the pains of 
' the boiles having left him, I omitted the 
two grains in the morniftgw 

In 
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Iti a, week afterwards all the tileera 

•A 

Were healed; and he was gaining ftrength 
daily. J^continiied one grain at night for 
a fortnight longer, ^and difcharged him 
from the hofpital perfectly eiired. It was 

r ¥ 

near a fortnight before the ptilfe returned 
to its natural ftate ; and afterwards . it wa3 
frequently under fixty. — This cafe hapr 
pened among the firft in the year 1779 ; 
and Mr. Rufh, Surgeon to the Second Troop 
of Horfe Grenadier Guards, and late Surgeon' 
to the Brigade of Guards in North Americai> 
was Witnefs to the whole of the treatment. 
Thomas Wells, thirty-fix years of age, 
of a ftrong plethorick habit of body, with 
rather a full pulfe, had fmall ulcers, on the 
tonfils and fauces, and an ophthalmia^ for 
whiqh he had been falivated without the 

leaft benefit, I direded for him. a low diet^ 

•■« 

and 
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iind began wi^ ^ving biqo. qja* 'gfa|q: of 
Opiurn night and morning. » 

The next day he was eafier, . 

The fecond day nmch the famfe. 

The third day a good deal better * . 

And on the fixth day^ being much th^ 
fame, I increaf^ the dpfe qne gr.a|a at 
night. 

The next day he was going on well^. 
and continued getting better till the foin:-r 
tecqth dayj^ when his thrpat was quite 
well, and his eyes n^uch relieved. 

On the fifteenth I omitt^ the Opmpn 
, in the momini;. 

Aiwi on the eighteenth, a& he was neaiiy 
well, I omitted one grain at nigh^ 

Qn the twenty- third, the inflammation 
was gone ;- and in every other xefptsQ: he 
was p^rf e(5tly V wellt v 
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tJii ihe thirtieih day thfe bpiuiti %2ia tti^ 
tirely omitted ; and he ^vas difcharged frbnti 
the hbfpital, 

April 7th, 1^82, I Was delired to ftft 
j'ohn Blewcrs, a failor^ twenty-eighf years- 
df age^ of a plethorick hiibit of body, t^ith 
tdcers on the glans penis^ a jihyiiioiis, th« 
prae'ptitium in a gangrenous flate^ and fuf* 
ifering moft excruciating pain ; his pulfe 
beat an hundred and twenty --ftrokes in a 
ininute, and appeared to be increafing ia 
quicknefs. He had nibbed enough df the 
xnercmial ointraent to aflfe^ his mouth 
twice, 

I began with two grains of (Opium at 
iiight and one in the morning. 

The nett day, he foid he had enjoyed 
i^' godd night's reft^ which he had heen a 
ftranger to for fpqae time* 

5 Oa 
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On tlie ninth he was much the fame in 
appearance; and I diredled two grains 

of Opium to be taken night and morn-r 

» '. • • 

ing. 

On tl^e tenth he had eafe ^nd reft. 

On the eleventh the pain was much 
relieved ; and there was an appearance of 
part of the praeputium floughing. 

On the twelfth he was not quite fo well ; 
and the dofe of Opium was now increafe4 
fo three grains night and morning. 

Thirteenth, he was better. 
: Fourteenth, the flough was thrown off; 
and he was better in every refpedt, . 

Fifteenth, he w^s in a good ftate, and 
continued going on well till the eighteenth 
of May, when the ulcers being nearly 
healed, 1 decreafed the dofe of Opium to 
four grains a day, 

Twen^T 
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Twentieth and twenty-firft, I decreafed 
the dofe two grains more. 

Twenty-^fiftb, he was quite well, but 
continued to take a fingle grain a day for 
9 week longer^ 

Befides the above, I had the fatisfacSllon 
of effectually relieving, with the fame 
manner of treatment, ten other patients ; 
of whona, fix had either pbftinate or 
fpreading ulcers in the groin ; one an 
ulcerated glans penis ; and three ulcerations 
pf the tonfils and fauces. 



/HAVING remarked, that in cafes where 
fungus exifts Iprefer a fblution of thebaic 
extraiSt in an oatmeal-poultice, made and 
applied cold, I beg leave, as proofs of its 
peculiar efficacy, to add the two following 

E cafes : 
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cftfes; neither of whicl)| a* fajr ;i^ 9iy #ti-* 
quiries went, origijiated frorp the Vcaereal 
Diii^are* 

Ifaac Pratt, tv\renty yeats of age^ had a 
very large ulcer on tli€ fore part of his 
right leg, with a iiingtis at Jeaft an inch 
high da one part, inclining to the infide of 
the leg, and of a hard texture. ^-^Thit ^ 
ulcer, which came din after a long intcr-^ 
mil tent fever^ he^an with an ]nflanuna-«» 
tion, attended with fmal) whitt blifters* 
It grew worfe and worfe, and wben I firft . 
n^\Y biin W4S of tbiri;iiea Qi*EiEktb% i^)ii<)iiig« 
Tlje Peruvian Bsirk, an^ other medieino$^ ■ 
were oecaiioQxlly made ule of^ a$ feeixtad 
necelBuy, ast were 9ifQ a yariety ©ff ©xteri^sJi 
appUc«tio*as (indiidiog a. ixj^ ban^ag^)* 

7 without 
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'Without producing any favourable change^ 

though the patient recovered his health in 

every other reipeSt. The difcharge from 

the ulcer was ichorous, and at times the 

ipain was very great ; but at intervals he 

iVis perfectly eafy ; his pulfe was never 

affeiSted, excepting when he was in pain.— 

Conjedturing that Morbid Irritability might 

be the caufe of the ulcers continuing in the 

fame bad ftate, 1 left off the ufual dref^ 

fings, and in their ftead applied to the 
*'■■.'. ' > 

fore an oatnfieal-potiltice, prepared with a 

fbltition of thebaic cxtradi, In the propor- 

tion of three drachms' of the latter to eight 

ounces of cold water. This dreiling I re- 

newed twice a day ; and I like wife began 

" * • '■■'.*■' ' ■ ' "■ " ■ ' '■ ' • • ' 
Mth giving him; iriternally one grain of 

Opium night anct rtiorriing.— This^ Was on 

jbe.25th of February, 1780. 

£ 2 On 
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On the 28th no alteration wa$ prpduceda 
I increafed the dofe to two grains night 

■ * 

and morning. 

March 3d, no alteration being obferv- 
ablfe, I increafed the dofe of Opium td 
three grains night and niorning : at thi^ 
time I found it neceflary to give him a 

purge* 

• . ■ • * * 

On the 5th, there feemed to be an ap» 
peafance of a favourable change. 

During the five following r days the 
changes for the better, though dovsr, wer« 
very evident ; and, upon applying my 
finger to the fungus, I felt that it was not 
quite fb hard as before. At this time ano^ 
ther purge was thought neceflary, and th^ 
patient continued till . the latter end of 

• > 

April, gradually getting better* 

"the 
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^he fame dofe of Opium, viz.' three 
grains, was conftantly exhibited ; and 
now and then, as occafion required^ a 
fmail dofe of faits, which always anfwered 
the purpofe of procuring ftpols when well 
diluted. 

On the 3d of May the fungus was to- 
tally gone, and the ulcer nearly healed* 

On the 5 th, I deqreaied the dole of 
Opium to two grains in the day. 

On the 7th, I decreafed it to one grain. 

And on the 8th I entirely left it off. 

On the 20th, the ulcer was perfe<31y 
cicatrized. I had continued the poultice till 
within fix days of the cure, and then 
ftpplied cerate. 

About eight months afterwards, I faw 

this man^ and he informed me, that ; his 

leg had continued well from the time he 

wa9 difcharged from the hoipital. 

This 
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' This ulcer healed without having had at 
any one time a florid appearance. 

This cafe, with others that I have had 
an opportunity of obferving, together with 
the remarks of my colleagues Mel&s. ForA 
ter and Wier, will, I flatter myfelf, be fuf- 
fldenf to make Surgeons lefs fearful of the 
probability of a cure being obtained, and 
lefs deiirtous of ufing itiimulating applica- 
tions, with a view of producing the change 

to a flOTid, or what is connnonly termed 

• « 

healthy ftate of an ulcer ; for, as far as I 
am able to judge, • by To doing the cure 
will be protraiSted. * 






II. 

'■ March 1 6tb, 1 7 80, AlMiTiham Eli^one^ 
forty*oae years of age, T^as received mtd 
the Gefterat Hoff^tal, with jtti ulceration oil 
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the whole furface of the chin ^d leftMd 
of the lower jaw, with a fungus of nearly, 
^e thickiiefs of half an inch, irritable t& 
the touchy and extending ■-. univerfally over 
the ulcer^ and attended with an ichorous 
difcharge* He had been .fix weeks in thial 
ftate.^^He informed me, that at two or 
three different times, in the early part of 
his life, he . had been fubje(5t to an en-^ 
largement of the ftiaxillary glands, which 
had always been foon relieved.— ^The Sur- 
geon, whofe care he was under for the 
]Heffent difeafe, tonfidered the cafe as fctOM 
phulous, and treated it accordingly, with-^ 
out any fort of benefit, as the ulcer con- 
tinued to fpread, ^nd was rendered exceed-^ 
ingly painftil by the growth of the patient^s 
faeard.^^^1 directed one gr^in of Opkrm to 
Ibe admlniftered night and roomia^, and^ 
i lik^wife 
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like wife recommended the ufe of an opiate 
poultice cold, as in the former cafe: this 
inethod was perfevered in till the twentieth, 
Ijut without any alteration, although the 
dofeof Opium was increafed to four grains 
uight and morning, 

. On the 5t5th, there feemed to be art 
appearance on the ulcer for the better.— ^ 
I Increafed the dofe of opium to five grains 
Right and morning. 

. From the 25th of March to the 3d of 
April, the patient complained lefs of pain ; 
and frorn the 4th to the 1 8th of April, the 
fungus wa^ gradually decreafihg. . 
. pn the a 3d, the difcharge was changed 
for tli^ better, apd the fungus was ' nearly 
gone. 

^ J^nd on the a 5th, there was not the 
l^^ft appearaqce of fungus r^Qi^ning, and 
. : the 
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the parts were perfed^ly eafy and re- 
laxed* 

About a fortnight afterwards the ulce- 
ration was quite healed, and I laid afide 
the poultice ; but I did not begin to leflen 
tjie dofes of opium till the 2^d of May ; 
after which time I went On gradually di- 
hiinilhing them, till the patient omitted 
them altogether ; and on the 1 2th of June 
I difcharged him from the hofpital per- 
fectly recovered ; and eighteen months 
afterwards I had an opportunity of cnquir* 
ing after him, and had the pleafure to find 
he had continued welL 




